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Biodynamic Biodiversity

Making a difference with Biodynamics
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Dealing with Questions

• Regarding these presentations – please put your questions 
into the chat as we go along so that we can pick them up in 
the Question-time sessions
• Thank you
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Making a difference together

Local groups 
Map of them as featured on the BDA website 
– approximate locations – some are very 
active with 
• regular study groups, 
• preparations stirrings, 
• festivals and 
• preparation making
• Others do some of these; some people 

listed are more contact points for the area.
Together we can be active for more groups, 
or more active groups.
See website for contacts.
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Making a 

difference 
together

Licensees
Map
This shows tags for all 
licensees: 
• Green pins – Demeter 

Producers
• Blue pins – Organic 

Producers
• Red pins – Demeter 

Processors
• Yellow pins – Organic 

Processors
• Black pins – Importers and 

Traders 
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NB

Map not totally up to date but it 
gives a good picture of the spread
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Making a difference 

together

Star & Furrow and 
newsletters

Webshop for books 
and preparations

5
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Branding
Making our BDA work more visible - we 
worked with a branding expert – Cornish 
company Absolute:
The staff team looked at :
• Values and images and how we express 

ourselves and our work
• How we relate to the other BD 

organisations and our shared messages. 
• We added UK to our main logo as the 

public tends to get muddled between us 
and the US BD Association.

• We like our new look, though there is still 
work to do on tag lines and the website 

• Our exhibition material and leaflets are 
being rebranded too

6

Our B represents many things:
• Soil, plants, living breathing world of creatures and 

people, and the starry skies and cosmos

• Or mineral, etheric, astral and spirit
• Or ………. What ever speaks to you of biodynamics

6
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Marketing and Communications

Over the past two years the BDA has been
• Supporting Licensees (our Organic and Demeter 

licensees) in finding markets for their products
• Linking supply chains, retailers, wholesalers and 

restauranteurs with producers and processors
• Seeking to fulfil the need of the consumer by sourcing 

more produce where possible and starting a licensee 
directory - this is work in progress

Work is continuing on communications and social media 
with frequent posts on
• Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
• Our YouTube channel has monthly information about 

using the Biodynamic Planting Calendar, clips from 
webinars, our 5 Gardening videos and more

• Our Website has been rebranded and needs more 
updates and news items and blogs are soon to come.

7

7

Marketing & Comms :

Directory for licensees 
and products

8

• We are developing a directory of 
licensee and suppliers of BDA 
certified products

• It is not yet complete but you can 
search it for produce such as “fruit’ 
“vegetables”, “poultry” “store 
cupboard” – but if you seek turkeys 
you need to think ‘poultry’.

• It has the potential to become a very 
good tool.
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BDA Certification
2021 AGM update

19

Licensees continue to rise

Currently over 320 licensees as follows:
• 103 Demeter farms
• 50 BDA Certified Organic farms
• 57 Demeter processors & traders
• 110 BDA Certified Organic processors & traders
• 5 Product approvals (non-food products)
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Certification finance

• Annual turnover (2020/21) circa £250,000
• In 2020/21 BD Certification generated a £50,000 surplus. 

Due to a) new licensees b) savings from carrying 
out remote inspections during lockdown.

• So far in 2021-22 revenue is up £12,000 compared to 20/21 as 
license numbers continue to rise.

• Projected surplus for 2021/22 circa £10,000-£15,000

21

2021 inspections
• In 2020 most inspections were remote.

• All farms are now inspected with site visits.

• 80% of processors & traders are still being inspected remotely. 

• To date 70% of 2021 annual inspections completed with most 
reports processed

22
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Risks & setbacks

• Brexit has caused significant challenges
• Several large licensees have lost.
• Regulation changes has prevented us from certifying products 

where imports and re-exports are concerned.
• The Demeter brand is still a challenge to market in the UK, with 

some traders withdrawing imported Demeter products.
• The Defra annual grant of £24,000 is uncertain going forward.

23

Future of UK Organics 
• Future ELMS is not directly supportive of organic practice.
• With potential removal of organic conversion and maintenance 

support, incentive for producers is likely to be reduced 
• Organic and Bio-dynamic needs clearer positive recognition of 

the benefits it can bring to the Re-generative/Agro-
ecological/Climate change debate.

• The spotlight is on the UK as to how it develops 
progressive agro-environmental policy, post deregulation 
and Brexit.

24
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Looking forward & opportunities

• A new certification manager and processing inspectors are 
being sought.

• BDA Certification is the only Cert Body offering both Organic 
AND Demeter certification

• This offers an opportunity to attract new and existing 
Organic producers who may not otherwise come into contact 
with Biodynamic methods.

• This also helps strengthen the UK alternative farming family of 
which Biodynamics is part.

25

Thank you from Stuart

While I have stepped down from BD Certification, I will continue 
to offer part-time technical support for them and the incoming 

Certification manager.

I would like to sincerely thank you all for the support over the last 
3 years, and hope I can remain involved to support the 

Biodynamic Association.
Best Wishes, Stuart
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Courses on Biodynamics

27

27

BDA Board of 
Studies: 
endorses courses 
that are well 
prepared and 
represent the 
breadth of 
Biodynamic 
understanding 
and methods

Courses 
more and more course are 
getting going –

see line for 2021 and those 
expected in 2022

28
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Diploma in Biodynamic 
Farming & Gardening

• A 2-year, full time, work-based training

• Certified since 2010 at level 3 through 
Crossfields Institute, OFQUAL regulated

• Eight weeks (forty full days) seminars

• Currently offers up to 25 placements at 
20 biodynamic farms across the UK and 
Ireland

• 120 apprentices/students participated 
since 2010

www.bdacollege.org.uk

Coordinator Kai Lange
Contact: kailogo@gmail.com

29

Online courses
•Guided learning

•Live seminars

•Q&A sessions

•Self study

•Resources

COURSES:
• Introduction to Biodynamics
• Study group ‘Agriculture course’
•Biodynamics in a Nutshell
•Biodynamic preparations
•New Eyes for Land
• Introduction to Biodynamic 

Viticulture (new)
• Further courses in progress

www.bdacollege.org.uk

30
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Growing the Land, 
Growing People.
Level 3 OCN diploma in Biodynamic Ecology

Knowledge, Understanding,  Skills and Abilities.
By the end of the programme, participants will be able to:
• Operate as a confident land worker on a day to day basis within  an 

agricultural holding
• Perform with a professional attitude towards farming and growing whilst 

becoming an effective role model for others
• Carry out professional day to day, seasonal and yearly management and 

operation of animal husbandry and/or horticultural production
• Work with the realms of the earth and the cosmos, recognising the 

influences and rhythms of the universe on growth processes in the 
natural world

• Work with individuals with complex needs within a land based 
environment, in a developmental and therapeutic capacity

• Understand and employ the Therapeutic ,Educational potential of 
Biodynamic Practice in diverse locations

www.biodynamictraining.org

A Two Year, Full Time, Accredited Course

All living and educational costs covered
Professional Qualified Tutors and Practitioners
Choice of Learning Sites Across the UK
Nationally and internationally Recognised
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School of Regenerative Land Based Studies
An Accredited Level 3 Course in Regenerative Land Based Systems - Agriculture 
and Woodland

The Apricot Centre CIC is offering a brand new year long 
Level 3 Traineeship with land-based learning. The 
Traineeship runs from January 3rd 2021 - January 2nd 
2022 for 5 days a week.
Our traineeship offers an authentic opportunity on a 
working farm or woodland, or with a food producer 
alongside a FREE level 3 Accredited qualification in 
Regenerative land Based Systems and a Permaculture 
Design Certificate Qualification. This Qualification has 
been generously funded by Devon Environmental 
Foundation, Vivobarefoot ‘Livebarefoot Fund’ and Devon 
County Council.
Designed for people 18+, we welcome applications from 
all diverse backgrounds and life experiences.
• https://www.apricotcentre.co.uk/training

32

Apricot Centre @ 
Huxhams Cross Farm

32



20/10/2021

Wholistic Living University 

33

U N I V E R S I T Y

wholistic living

!

• 1 Year Online International Biodynamic 
Gardening course “Grow your own health”

• English in its 3rd year 
• Spanish (launch 9.November 2021)
• Comprised of 8 Seasonal Modules of a 

comprehensive and flexible one-year 
online modular course, comprised of 38 
Live or recorded online sessions.

• Contact us: admin@wholisticliving.co.uk
• www.wholistic-living.org

You will experience and learn through theory and 
practical examples, which you can apply and test in 
your own garden.
You will learn step by step, how to create a 
productive vegetable garden, how to maintain it 
throughout the 4 seasons with bio-dynamic, 
homeopathic and other natural methods.
You receive a certificate of full attendance and will 
be empowered to run your own or a community 
garden.
We will also address how to optimize your own 
nutrition and wellbeing.
For full details and course schedule please copy 
and paste the link below to see our brochure:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sl0PXNpcIKlUSO9
a4b_WiZ_V84wOY81S/view?usp=sharing
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Waltham 
Place courses 
and others

BDA website regularly 
updates with a variety 
of courses and events

34

Please see https://www.walthamplace.com/
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Research

35

• The BDA is committed to supporting and encouraging 
research into biodynamic principles and practice

• We would particularly like to encourage on-farm 
research

• If there are members or others who would like to set up 
a BDA research group, do contact us

• We are also looking to prepare 2024 as a seminal year 
of 100 years of biodynamic practice around the world

35

International BD Research 
Conference II

• Biodynamics in the UK was well 
represented at this conference both in 
presentations and workshops and in 
with attendees

• The BDA ran a student essay 
competition, this was won by Lindsey 
Selleck. She made a poster 
presentation of the key points for the 
Research Conference.

• Julia Wright will have a few words with 
her now ….

36

The potential of biodynamic farming to respond to 
the current crises in UK food and farming systems
Lindsey Selleck, MSc Environmental Engineering, Cranfield University, UK

UK food insecurity and Covid-19
• UK has the 2nd highest level of food 

insecurity within Europe (WHO, 2018). 
Covid-19 quadrupled these levels.

• Biodynamic farming adopts a triple bottom 
line approach = farmers can form 
partnerships with schools and 
organisations in the form of community 
supported agricultural (CSA) partnerships 
to allow those involved to benefit from the 
production and associated rewards, 
especially in highly affected areas.

• Currently over 80 CSA in the UK.                              

UK food insecurity and dietary related 
illnesses
• Food insecurity can result in poor diets, 

especially in low incomes (Lang et al., 
2018). 

• UK had the highest proportion of ultra-
processed food consumption across 19 
EU countries between 1998-2011, average 
household availability of such foods =
50.4% (Monterio et al., 2018).

• Biodynamically farmed foods are:
• more nutrient rich; 21% more iron, 29% 

more magnesium, (Larion, 2009) and 
27% more ascorbic acid (Worthington, 
2001). Contain less nitrates and 
pesticides also (Crinnion, 2010). 

• Can reduce damage done by poor diets 
and provide nutrient rich alternatives to 
ultra-processed food.

Antibiotics, UK policies and 
Biodynamics
• UK’s 20-year vision on antimicrobial 

resistance can use biodynamic farming 
approaches to achieve this aim as 
biodynamics only uses antibiotics to 
prevent the suffering of livestock and opts 
for the use of organic methods when 
possible. 

• The plan aims to reduce the impact of 
resistance on animals through best 
husbandry practises to reduce the 
prevalence of infectious diseases 
(Department of Health and Social Care, 
2019). Biodynamic farming uses humane 
management practices which are less 
intensive and better for the health of 
animals (Button, 2021). Enhancing the 
health of the animals ensures efficacy for 
future generations. 

Brexit and food shortages
• The UK is only around 60% self-sufficient 

in terms of food (Finlay and Ward, 2020).
• In 2016, the EU supplied 30% of the 

unprocessed food (DEFRA, 2018). 
• Since January 2021, a 45% reduction in 

food exports to the UK (Helm, 2021). 
• Biodynamics can reduce the reliance on 

imports from other countries and 
individuals may adopt the concept in their 
own gardens or allotments, reducing the 
pressure on wider farming systems.

Aim: Identify current challenges facing the UK food and farming system as a result of Brexit and
Covid, whilst investigating the use of biodynamic farming to address them, consequently
improving the resilience of the food and farming systems. This study has used a range of existing
literature to answer the question.

What is biodynamic 
farming? 

A holistic, ecological and 
ethical approach to farming 

and food (Biodynamics 
association US). Aims of 

resilience and regeneration 
(Biodynamic Association, UK).

Conclusions and lessons learnt
• Biodynamic techniques can be adopted to respond to the range of current crises which are facing the UK food and farming 

systems. 
• It can help to reduce the reliance on imported food, supply healthier products to the population and consequently reduce the 

strain on the NHS. 
• Techniques can be used to achieve the aims of the new ELM schemes as well as the 20-year plan on antimicrobial resistance. 

Environmental Land Management Schemes (ELM)
• Three new ELM schemes: Sustainable Farming Incentive, Local Nature Recovery and Landscape Recovery.
Soil improvements
• Nine herbal and mineral preparations to improve the health and vitality of soil, compost and crops. 

• Horn manure (field spray preparation 500) = increase life in the soil and improve the relationship between the soil and crops 
grown (Giannattasio et al., 2013). Organic crops are able to better exploit the soil and profit from root symbiosis by 
mycorrhizae fungi (Fliessbach et al., 2000). 

• Enhance soil fertility and biodiversity in the 21 year field trial; DOK. Total mass of microorganisms in organically farmed 
systems was 20-40% higher when compared to the conventional system treated with manure and a 60-85% higher mass than 
the conventional system without manure (Fliessbach et al., 2000). This can allow food production to continue over a longer 
period of time due to improved health, thus improving sustainability. 

Carbon Sequestration
• Topsoil treated using biodynamic preparations and on-site composted manure can sequester up to 200kg more carbon per 

hectare/yr compared to that not treated with biodynamic techniques or composted manure (Granstedt and Kjellenberg, 2018). 
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Genius Loci (research)
A year and a half of research into the 
history, activities and seeking the being of 
biodynamics in the UK has brought rich 
fruits.
• The team has ploughed through archives, 

interviewed many people involved in BD
• We have a draft profile and a populated 

timeline
• All of this will be shared in the near future. 
• We intend to publish a short booklet on 

the key aspects for general interest.

37

Illustration of an aspect of the research
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Conference 2022 – let’s prepare
• What themes or subjects would make you come to a BDA 

conference?
• Are there speakers you would particularly like to hear
• Would you like sessions on

• Climate change mitigation
• Gene editing issues
• Food quality how to measure and how to recognise
• Practical techniques to improve your farming/gardening

• Do you know of suitable venues for 150-200 participants
• Do you prefer October, November or some other time?
• Would you enjoy a conference run in partnership with another 

organisation such as Whole Health Agriculture?
Please send your thoughts to Gabriel at the Office

38
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Some of the people who make it happen
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Questions on the presentations
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Many thanks to those who have made 
the day possible

Lunch break and chat

We have an afternoon session at 14.00
all about biodiversity and biodynamics at 

Waltham Place
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