
Warmth loving plants - half hardy annuals 
 
 
In anticipation of warmer more settled weather you are probably wondering what to do 
about your “warmth-loving plants”, 
 
You most likely will have sown your tomatoes, cucumbers and courgettes under cover for 
later outdoor planting a while ago, hoping that spring was on the wing. They might even 
have become a bit leggy by now so make sure you have them as far away from a heat 
source as possible and give them more bottom heat than heat from the top. Also, if they are 
close to a window, having the window popped open for fresh air in the daytime to harden 
them off, is a great interim solution. 
 
As the morning temperatures for next week are forecast to be lower than this week with 
possibility of air frosts in exposed areas and further north, it might be an idea to consider 
potting these plants up into a pot, which is 1 inch larger than the previous one. 
 
You might be aware that the last day of frost on average is on the 25 April in the South East 
of England. If you are near the coasts and particularly on the west coast you have a 2-week 
head start with warmer weather. In the North and in higher altitudes things are generally 
2 weeks later. 
 
To be on the safe side, I would wait with transplanting outdoors until the Ice Saints are over. 
Who are they? 
 
St. Mamertus (or, in some countries, St. Boniface of Tarsus), St. Pancras, and St. Servatius. 
They are so named because their feast days fall on the days of May 11, May 12, and May 13. 
Those days typically seem to bring colder or even frosty weather. Though Kew garden 
records show the 13 May to be the warmest, with a sharp drop in temperature after that 
date. 
 
Whatever the folklore says, I would be wary this year of planting out my warmth loving 
plants before the 13 May. Slightly later planted ones will often catch up anyway. 
The best time to transplant fruiting vegetables is, when they have developed their first 
flower or flower truss in the tomatoes. If you pinch the tip of any of the fruiting plants and 
train 2 leaders (tomatoes, cucumbers and pumpkins), you will generally get 1 ½ times the 
yield from the same growing area.  (Do not follow previous instructions for Sweet Corn). 
 
Make sure each time you prick out or transplant your plants that you give them a richer mix 
and treat them with the soil activator (Horn Manure/500 preparation) time permitting. 
Where possible add a handful of calcified seaweed, hoof and horn or fishmeal for the 
cucumber and the tomato family. Leave out the calcified seaweed for tomatoes, as they 
want a more acid environment, but possibly add a handful of basalt to help prevent blight 
and other diseases. 
 
When you finally plant your “warmth loving plants” outside, make sure you dig a hole of 
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1 foot (30x30x30 cm) deep and wide and add a couple of spades of half rotted chicken or 
horse manure to the topsoil and a handful of each concentrated organic fertiliser, as 
mentioned above, in the bottom of the hole. Chopped green nettle leaves and comfrey 
leaves in the bottom of the hole act as feed as well. 
 
Fork it into the lower soil layer for the roots to grow down. 
After filling back the topsoil and transplanting the seedlings, firming them down well, water 
the transplants liberally to root them fast and well. 
 
Protect them from excessive winds and cold, which have become more persistent at any 
time of the year. 
 
Now you have everything in place to enjoy a bountiful harvest. 
Enjoy your delicious fruits of your labour  
 
Hans-Gunther Kern  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


